THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
friends. So the delegations from New York and Wisconsin
and some delegates from other States stood together to the
last. Thus was this debt of honor discharged. We considered
it honestly due, and it was honestly paid. I need hardly say that,
when the motion was made to make Mr. Lincoln's nomination
unanimous, we seconded it without any sacrifice of feeling, and
when it was carried we heartily joined in the general enthusi-
asm. We had not gone there to have our candidate nominated
or none, but with the loyal intention to subordinate our indi-
vidual judgment to the judgment of the majority, provided
the Convention asked of us nothing1 inconsistent with our con-
sciences as anti-slavery men and the dignity of the Republican
cause. And I do no hesitate to say that if Mr. Seward had not
been in the field, Mr. Lincoln, unless I mistake the temper of
our people, would in all probability have been the first choice of
Wisconsin. Although Mr. Seward failed, Mr. Lincoln's nomi-
nation nailed the good Republican banner to the mast as boldly
and defiantly as ever."

While the victory of Mr. Lincoln was being announced to
the outside world by the boom of a cannon which had been
placed on the roof of the Wigwam, and not only the great con-
vention hall, but, as it appeared, the whole City of Chicago
shook with triumphant cheers for Lincoln, my thoughts invol-
untarily turned to Chase, who, I imagined, sat in a quiet office
room at Columbus with a telegraph near by clicking the news
from Chicago. Not only had the prediction made to him a few
months before become true, but it had become more terribly
true than I myself had anticipated. Of the votes, about 670
cast in the Convention, he had never received more than 49, and
even that beggarly number had dwindled down to 24J on the
last ballot. Not even his own State had given him its full
strength. No doubt he had hoped, and hoped, and hoped
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